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I understandthat you are planningto issue a Memorandumof Understanding
concerningpharmacieswhich restricts the ability of specializedmail-order pharmaciesto
ship a significantportion of their ordersout-of-state. I object to the definition of
“inordinateamount”in the pendingregulation,which causes this restriction, If this
regulationhad been in place over the last 10years it wouldhave had a significantadverse
effect on my health.

I have to take large amountsof DHEAdaily in order to compensatefor significant
adrenal failure. I was using DHEAlongbefore it became well known.When I was first
using it, I could not find it at all in local pharmacies,even though I was then living near
Philadelphia. I did manageto find it by phoningthe various out-of-statecompounding
pharmacies.

Recently,because of a change in insurance,I tried hard to find local suppliesof
DHEAin the strengthI need. When I went to my local compoundingpharmacywith my
prescription,the pharmacisttold me that I wouldhave to get it from one of the large
specialistcompoundingpharmacies,because the small ones carry a limited number of
strengths,types, etc. from which to compound.My health insurancecompany(ValueRx)
has a mail order compoundingpharmacywhich it encouragesits customersto use for
continuingprescriptions,but even this compoundingpharmacycan’tcompoundthe pills I
need. I can get them from MadisonPharmacyAssociates,of the Women’sHealth Group.

Howdo you expect the people who need medication that is needed by too few
people to be carried by ordinarypharmaciesto get the medicationthey need? It seems
likely that if the regulationproposedis enacted, some people,particularlyones in thinly
populatedstates, could be in real serioustrouble, as therejust wouldn’tbe enoughpeople
with particular specialneeds for it to be economicallyfeasible to stock medicines for
those needs.
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